












PREFACE 
In April 1938 Helen Eminger, a member of the Ladies Auxiliary Branch 21 found out 

through different sources that there were several eligible men and their families living in the San 
Gabriel Valley who were members of the Fleet Reserve Association. 

She was positive if there was a Valley Branch near that most of these men would join. 
Helen Eminger discussed her idea with Madge Currier of Alhambra and plans were 

made to start a branch. 
With the assistance of J. A. Mc??? former Sec. Of Branch 21 and M. L. Pulley, attached 

to the Los Angeles Recruiting Station, Mrs. Eminger secured the names and addresses of 
approximately 150 eligible men. She personally contacted a number of these menand received 
their assurance they would join if there was a branch near. Late in May 1938, 150 cards were 
sent out inviting all eligible men and families to the Erninger home at 1738 Charlotte Ave, San 
Gabriel to a picnic on Sunday June 5. On that occasion 78 people signed her guest book several 
of whom had driven over 50 miles to be present. 
Mrs. Eminger had invited Officers and members from Branches 21, 39, 43. 

Among those present were Jesse Cowles National President FRA, Martha Stickel 
National President of the LA, Lieutenant Jack Kennedy USNR, and Mr. Morrison who helped 
organize the first Branch in Philadelphia. 

All these people spoke on the importnace of the FRA and expressed their happiness at 
seeing so many present and interested in starting another branch. 

To Helen Eminger, therefore Branch 85 owes its existence and the Ladies Auxiliary owes 
a distinct debt of gratitude. Thank you Helen Eminger, for a good job well done. 

Mary C. Pulley 
Historian 

Transcribed text from handwritten pages 3 through 6.)

Note:
Branch 21 Los Angeles
Branch 39  Inglewood, CA
Branch 43 Long Beach, CA





(transcription of below)
On Sunday, June 19 shortly after 
the ladies met N. L. Pulley 
chairman for the mens FRA came 
in and announced we could 
organize an Auxiliary.
With the willing assistance of 
Martha Stickels and officers from 
Branch 21 Auxiliary we received 
applications from several ladies. 
Helen Eminger chairman, Jane 
Cunningham Secretary, Mary C. 
Pulley Treas. Mrs. Cunningham 
invited us to her home for a desert 
(dessert?) bridge on June 22.
























